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in addition to circumstantial evidence be forthcoming, mere
unproved charges based on "on dit/' "aiunt," "f ertur," or
''dicant/' may be disregarded and a natural cause of death
assigned.

Florence, capital city of Tuscany and ancient friend of
France, was in a critical condition. Lorenzo de' Medici
was just dead. His son, Don Piero, had succeeded him.
Don Piero's brother Messer Giovanni, raised to the purple
at the age of thirteen years, red-hatted at seventeen, was a
Cardinal of Rome. The genius of the great Lorenzo had
made him disguise his power. He had married at his own
mother's bidding Madonna Clarice Orsini, a patrician of
Rome. His sons, educated by Canon Angelo Ambrogini
(detto Poliziano), had grown up intellectual, grand, and
gay, with an overweening sense of their own consequence;
and, when the sceptre fell into his young inexperienced
hands, Don Piero forgot his father's advice, "Remember
that thou art but a citizen of Florence, even as am I;" and
he behaved autocratically, despotically, independently, to
the immense antipathy of the.Lily-City,
When the Majesty of France began his interference with
Italian politics, Don Piero de' Medici and Florence, being
contracted to the Regno, declined the offer of a French
alliance. The Christian King retorted by banishing Flor-
entine merchants from France. This gave occasion for the
enemies (which, in common with all great Houses, Medici
had) to blaspheme, muttering of the evils of a tyranny, of
the advantages of a republic: and Don Piero's cousins, Don
Giovanni and Don Lorenzino, fled to the Christian King at
Piacenza; saying that not Florence, but Don Piero only,
was the foe of France.
Fra Girolamo Savonarola, friar of the Religion of St.
Dominic, became a prominent" and responsible figure in this